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Office Action Summary 



Applic/tion No. . , . 



Applicantis) 



Examiner 



Art Unit 




- The MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet v^ith the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply ^ "3 



MONTH(S) FROM 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

I h t MAILIINO UM c wr , 07 rPR 1 (a) In no event however, may a repty bo timely filed after SIX 16) MONTHS from the 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no evem, noweve., v 

: r A-:^: -i:rrrizrrjrr.i;r ^^^^^ 

. Any wpW 'oceivod bv the Office late, than three months after the mailing date of this commun,cat,on, even rf t,melv filed, may -educe any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on , 

28)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal rnatters P^os^^^^l^^^f 

closed in accordance with the practice un6er Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 45cJ U.b. 21 J. 

Disposition of Clainns — ^ 

4) "^ Claim(s) / - ^ /.^^ 1^^ P^'^^-S in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)n Clainn(s) 
6lS Clalnn(s) 
?)□ Claim(s) 
S]0 Claims _ 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 



is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

r-i ^ ^ • *ii^A r.n IS" alD aoproved b)0 disapproved by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on ^ 's. dJ'-' <jwm'^vcu kk 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* clD None of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. . 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been re in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment(s) 

„ □ Notice of References CKed (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Sumo^ry (PTO-4131 Paper No{s). 

2, □ Notice of Draftsporson-s Patem Drawir>g Rev«w (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of lofonnal Patent Appfk^ion (PTai52| 

3) □ Infonnation Disciosure Statement(s| (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 



0 



Application/Control Number: 09/915,960 



Page 2 



Art Unit: 3683 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the request for RCE filed on 4-1 0-2003. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims1-5 and 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mathews et al. in view of Dickhart, III, et al. 

Note the previous discussion in paragraph 5 of paper number 4, mailed 5-20- 

2002. 

Re-claim 1 and 15, see Fig. 8 of Dickhart, III et al. Note doiWt shape (the ring at 
78) and the legs 76. 

Re-claim 8, the term "enhanced" is relative and carries no patentable weight. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Mr. Graham at 
telephone number (703) 305-1 113. 



Graham/kn 
April 18, 2003 




